48                    PROBLEMS OF POWER
of the Bismarck monument at Hamburg:    " Our future is on the water.   The more the Germans go upon   the water the better will it be for us."   This was in 1901, but the date of the first German naval programme is 1893.   In the following year it happened that a mystical youth became Tsar of all the Russias, and in 1895, at the opening of the Kiel Canal, a ceremony symbolizing the aspirations of the new Germany, French ironclads were anchored by the side of Russian men-of-war in German waters.    The significance of this demonstration was clear.    With the accession of the new Tsar, Nicholas II, the pacific character of the Franco-Russian Alliance was so emphasized that its political raison d'etre, from the point of view of European balance of power, was stultified.    Nicholas II, not less pacific, humanitarian even, than his father, quickly fell under the commanding personality of his plausible and fascinating German cousin. The Tsar became the creature of the German Emperor. William II,  adroitly using the   Franco-Russian Alliance for his own imperial German ends, was for a time the silent partner in a combination including the French Foreign Minister, M. Hanotaux,1 who was daily multiplying difficulties with England in Africa and in Asia.   The French Colonial Office had been created in 1894.   Vast schemes were broached in favour  of a   Franco-Germano-Russian entente calculated to isolate England.    In the Far East, after the Chino-Japanese War, the strange alliance was, for the moment, successful.    Under the pressure of  the three Powers, Japan was constrained to tear up the Treaty of Shimonoseke;  she began to perceive the advantages of flinging herself into the arms of England.   After the Jame-
1 The reader will recall (p. 27) the consternation caused in France by Count MuraviefE's Circular to the Powers inviting them to meet in a Congress for the study of the means of securing to the world the benefits of a lasting peace. In August 1898 La Gazette de France, in an article entitled " From. Kiel to-Disarmament/' remarked that the Republic had become " the miserable maidservant of the European Monarchies." See p. 53.